
 
 
Martilla (Spanish) 
 
 
Potos flavus arborensis 
 
 
Class:    Mammalia 
Order:  Carnivora 
Family: Procyonidae 
Genus: Potos 
 
 
Distribution 
Kinkajous range from 
southern Mexico down 
through Central America 
and into the Amazon basin. 
  
Habitat 
This is a highly arboreal 
species requiring close-
canopy forests. They rarely 
come down from the 
branches high in the 
rainforest canopy. 
 
Food 
Although classified as 
carnivores (they have 
canine teeth) they are 
primarily frugivores.    
 
Reproduction 
Females are polyoestrus. 
They come into season 
every three months. 
Oestrus length is 17 days 
with the females being 
receptive for two days. 
They are polygynandrous 
(promiscuous). Most  
copulation is done by the 
dominant male with 
subordinate males following 
closely. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kinkajou is found throughout the neotropics, from Mexico 
to Bolivia. The genus has a wide distribution. There are several 
subspecies, one of which is Potos flavus arborensis. It inhabits 
Costa Rica. Another subspecies Potos flavus chiriquensis  is found 
in Panama, Belize and Costa Rica.  
 
They live in a variety of forest habitats including tropical dry 
forest, secondary forest, Amazonian rainforest, Atlantic coastal 
forest and forests of the savannah region in Suriname. The 
species is found at altitudes from sea-level to as high as 2500 m. 
They are rarely found in palm jungle, cloud forests or thorn 
forests. Further to the south and east of its range the habitat 
becomes much drier and more open.  
 
They are opportunistic frugivores, feeding on a variety of plant 
species according to seasonal availability. Figs are favoured; they 
are abundant, nutritious and available year-round.  When fruit is 
not in season, they supplement their diet with insects, flowers, 
leaves and nectar... On rare occasions they eat eggs, hatchlings 
and small vertebrates making them somewhat omnivorous.   
 
Breeding occurs year-round with multiple partners. Males spend 
several hours following females in oestrus. Scent glands seem to 
be used for sexual stimulation and territorial marking. Genetic 
analysis of paternity supports the hypothesis that the dominant 
males monopolize fertilizations. They mate with females in their 
home group as well as females on the periphery. Two males, a 
single female and offspring often compromise a typical social 
group. Occasionally the subordinate male is allowed to copulate 
with the home group female. After copulation the male and 
female disperse to different areas. The gestation period is 98-120 
days. Litter size is usually one pup but two pups may occur. 
 

 

 



Development 
Babies are born in the 
hollows trees. Mothers take 
full responsibility for raising 
pups. They are born with 
their eyes shut.  Eyes open 
at between 2-6 weeks of 
age.  After they open pups 
develop quite quickly. 
 
Characteristics  
Kinkajous are in the family 
Procyonidae which includes 
raccoons and coatimundis. 
The pelage is thick and 
woolly and is honey-brown 
in colour. They have a 
rounded head with large 
eyes, a small muzzle, and 
round ears. The body is 
elongated and the legs are 
short. The tail is long.  
 
Adaptations 
Being arboreal they have    
very distinctive adaptations.   
The tail is fully prehensile. 
They have nimble, sensitive, 
clawed fingers. They are 
nocturnal. Senses of touch 
and smell are very well 
developed. They maintain 
strict territorial boundaries 
through scent marking. 
They have an extremely 
flexible spine. The long 
tongue is also very flexible. 
The hind feet are fully 
reversible.   
 
Status/threats 
IUCN Red List: Least 
concern. These are 
important pollinators and 
seed depositors.  
 
Sightings a t Caño Palma 
Heard but rarely seen.  
.   
 
 

The mother is protective of her young, and will carry them 
everywhere on her belly. Gestation and lactation last for a total 
of about eight months. Kinkajous are usually weaned at 3-5 
months of age. Mothers will park their babies in a nearby tree 
while feeding. Females are especially voracious feeders when 
reproductively active due to the high energy cost of lactation and 
gestation.  Young kinkajou tails are already prehensile at the age 
of seven weeks. Males become sexually mature at 18 months, 
females at 30 months.  
 
There is little sexual dimorphism between the sexes; however 
males do have slightly larger canines. They weigh between 2.0 
and 4.6 kg.  Different colour morphs have been observed in 
some regions. The most distinctive characteristic is its long 
prehensile tail which has faint rings. It is almost as long as its 
body. The palms of its hands and feet are hairless. Scent glands 
used in communication are based on bare areas on either side of 
the face, at the corner of the mouth, on the throat and the 
abdomen. The kinkajou’s long skinny tongue can measure up to 
20cm.   They are very vocal and have a wide variety of signal 
calls from soft chitters to barks and shrill screams. The most 
common call is a two-part snort-weedle. 
 
Having a prehensile tail helps the kinkajou with balance and 
gives it the ability to hang upside-down while feeding using its 
tail and hind legs for support while holding fruits in a one-
handed grasp. Hanging by the tip of the tail they can turn their 
body and climb back up their own tail! Spinal flexibility allows 
them also to maneuver along tree limbs to obtain food on 
terminal branches. This flexibility, which allows for a rotation of 
180° between the pelvis and head, is a unique trait that 
distinguishes them from close relatives, the coatis and raccoons.  
The unusual ability to turn their feet completely backwards helps 
them climb down trees head-first. The toes are clawed. The 
tongue enables them to drink nectar from flowers, slurp honey 
from hives and remove insects such as termites from their nests. 
Scent marking is important for sexual, territorial and social 
communication. These olfactory cues are used in their complex 
social interactions.   
 
Kinkajous are now listed as “protected”.  Their numbers are 
declining as a result of deforestation, human disturbance, pet 
trade and hunting for its meat and pelt. They fall prey to 
predatory rainforest animals like jaguars as well as eagles. 
 
Camera-trap avoidance behavior has been documented for 
kinkajou in Costa Rica.  
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